ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING HIGHLIGHTS

FALL 2023 4 14 | I Health
Chicade Stories: Multidisciofi . Dr. Ewa Pluciennicka from PhD Success shared strategies
About Chicags on how to deal with stress during a PhD and leverage itas
. § . a positive force. PhD Success, a social benefit company,
Curated by Dr. Michelangelo Sabatino and Giek Karatag
focuses on raising mental health awareness in academlc
1—August 24 “Wels Back & Lecture itutions to enhance the well-being, and

by Our Visiting Scholar Junko Taguchi”
Junko Taguchi,a practical and research-based architecture
pedagogist, is dedicated to advocacy, public dialogue, and
youth education in the built environment. Trained in archi-
tecture preservation and education projects during and after
her PAD at the University of Tokyo, she made signif

overall worklife satisfaction of early career researchers. In
the past year, PhD Success has assisted over 5,000 PhD
students through online webinars, training sessions, and
individual consultations.

5 — September 21 “Introductory Lecture ‘PhD

including a d education
program for children in architect Toyo Ito's NPO.

2— August 31 —DOUBLE FEATURE

“Welcome Back & Introductory Lecture by Our Visiting
Scholar Davide Galleri”

Hosted by Dr. Michelangelo Sabatino, Professor, and PhD
Program Director at the College of Architecture
llinos Institute of Technology

6 Design,
Buil mg Technology. Energy Modeling”

Davide Galleri is an architect and a PhD student researcher
in the field of architectural preservation. His PhD dlsserts-
tion is about it
modern Chicago's heritage by Louis Sullivan, Frank Lond
Wright, and Ludwig Mies van der Rohe in a comparing view
with Italian conservation theory and practice.

“Research Residency Program Insights”
Alejandro Saldaiia Perales (PhD Candidate), 2023 Doctoral
Research Residency Program at the Canadian Centre for
Architecture, as he shares insights from his CCA experi-
ences and their impact on his studies, focusing on Chicago's
large-scale private developments.

3 — September7 “Inlroductory Lecture ‘The PhD
sertation Demystified'

Hosted by Dr. Michelangelo Sabatino, Professor, and PhD
Program Director at the College of Architecture

Illinois Institute of Technology

Prometreus 07

design, building
technology, and energy modeling with Dr. Youngjin Hwang,
an expert in the field.

7—October5 “Brazilian Literature, Literary Theory,
Gender Theory, Modern Poetry”

Marta Silveira Peixoto is an architect (1985) with a PhD in
History and Theory of Architecture from PROPAR (2006),

the Architecture Research and Graduate Program of UFRGS,

Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. Today,
she s a full professor at the Department of Architecture and
at PROPAR, UFRGS, where she teaches Design and History
of Architecture.

AYear in Perspective

Curator: Gicek Karatas, PhD Student +
PhD Program Administrative Assistant
lllinois Institute of Technology

In the dynamic landscape of the 2023-24 academic year, our
PhD program undergoes a transformative evolution, break-
ing free from the constraints of past lockdowns to usher in
avibrant era of face-to-face interactions. These tangible
connections, fundamental to our learning and collaborative
ethos, have become non-negotiable components of our
academic journey.

Amidst the relentless march of technological progress,
with Al and virtual realms gaining prominence, we anchor
our academic pursuits in the tangible, physical world. Our
focus extends beyond the confines of Chicago, reaching into
the enchanting tapestry of the Midwest landscape, where
architectural wonders await exploration.

This year assumes heightened significance with the wel-
comed addition of distinguished visiting scholars:

Junko Taguchi: An architect and pedagogist specializing

in advacacy. public dialogue, and youth education i in the
built Trained in rvation and
education projects in Japan, she brings practlcal expertise to
our program.

Davide Galleri: An architect and PhD student researcher
focusing on . Galleri' tation
examines preservation sppmsches to modern Chicago’s
heritage by renowned architects, comparing them with
Italian conservation theory and practice.

Marta Silveira Peixoto: A full professor with a PhD in History
and Theory of Architecture. Her expertise in Design and
History of Architecture, along with her international involve-
ment in committees like DOCOMOMO International and
ICOMOS Brasil, enriches our academic milieu.

As our community enlarged, we collectively crafted incred-
ible memories and forged academic developments, uniting
as one big whole community. This unique year has offered
us the opportunity to experience a wonderful academic,
friendly and cultural exchange. naturally elevating our
research end The expe-
rience enhances the s.gnmcance of our academic pursuits,
making this year truly exceptional.

The Bean, & glant reflective

Ehoto sourcesy of Giser Karatas.

8—October12 *
Hospitals, Landscapes of Care, and Community Health”
Marya Demetra Kanakis, an architectural associate, editor,
and researcher based in Chicago, was among the inaugural
graduates of the Master of Design Studies in Ecology
Program at Harvard University GSD. Her academic journey,
spanning both undergraduate and graduate studies, involved

12— “Special Feature: ‘Pioneers of the
Dutch Modern House™

We screened a special documentary by Natascha Drabbe,
the Executive Director and Founder of the Iconic Houses
Network. Natascha, with an architectural history degree
from Utrecht University, The Netherlands, and a background
in publishing and curation, set up the Mart van Schijndel

acritical ion of urban ecol
between humans and machines. Her work revealed new
representations of nature through the lens of technology.

9 — October19 "Exphrlng the Impact of Spaces in
Labs,
We welcomed Joseph A. Renow, an Assistant Teaching

undation in 2007. This aimed to preserve
the ideas of architect Mart van Schijndel and make his
private house in Utrecht available for cultural activities. The
initiative eventually led to the founding of the Iconic Houses
Foundation in 2012, dedicated to sharing the legacy of
architecturally significant houses from the 20th century.

13— 18 Ti iving Week (no cl. )

Professor at IIT, whose research delves into the i
of society, culture, and expertise. His focus lies in under-
standing how scientists, engineers, and physicians navigate
their roles as experts. Renow's work often explores the
environments where experts operate, including universities,
labs, and hospitals, investigating the dynamics within these
d their ibutions to the of expertise.

10— October 26 “Introductory Lecture ‘PhD
Comprehensive Exam"™

Hosted by Dr. Michelangelo Sabatino, Professor, and PhD
Program Director at the College of Architecture

linois Institute of Technology

11— November4 “Free Discussion Week”

Professor Michelangelo Sabatino, the Director of the PhD
Program at the IIT College of Architecture, hosts a session
where PhD stud share i n
academic journeys, and discuss milestones like ualifying
and comprehensive exams. This meeting aims to leverage
diverse viewpoints and provide mutual support among PhD
students.

Gigek Karatas

14 q
In these last two weeks, our esteemed PhD students —
Abdulmalik, Ahmed, Cigek, and Sasha — were focused on
their qualifying exams. We extend our heartfelt best wishes
to them for success in their exams.




ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING HIGHLIGHTS

[ASP] Why did you pursue a Fulbright Scholarship?

[DG] Idecided to pursue a Fulbright Scholarship as.

soon as | started my PhD research and had clear what my
topic was. My study is a critical interpretation of the most
relevant restorations of Frank Lioyd Wright's works in the
US under an Italian perspective. Since Fulbright's mission

is to strengthen bonds between the US and each nation, |
thought that | would have been a good candidate for that
position, being my research a clear comparative work. |

had already won two national competitions in the field of
architecture in Italy and this proved to be providential for the
success of my application. Fulbright has been a paramount
improvement for my research, giving me a highly recognized
research status in the many appointments with respected
scholars in Chicago and in the US. I tried to carry out the
task of being a Fulbrighter with as much discipline, rigor,
and deference as | could, especially for the cultural ambas-
sador role.

[ASP] Why are Chicago and IIT important to you?

[DG] Chicago is the epicenter of the modern architectural
revolution that occurred between the late 19th century and
the early 20th century. The reconstruction after the Great
Fire of 1971 was necessarily aimed to improve building
techniques and it brought to the growth of new architectural
languages, interpreted by the then masters, above all Louis
Henry Sullivan and Frank Lloyd Wright. Ludwig Mies van
der Rohe and many other modern architects carried on this
tradition of architectural centrality in Chicago over the 20th
century, and for a scholar of modern architecture preserva-
tion Chicago is simply the place to be.

Therefore, | decided to focus on this city for picking my
research study cases because | also wanted to demonstrate
through that Chicago s also the place where the preserva-
tion attitude towards modernity aroused first in the world
scenario, precisely as a reaction to the progressive loss of
architectural masterpieces in the '60s.

IIT s the natural place to study the evolution of the pro-
tection of modern architecture in Chicago, since it is the
university that over time gathered the main advocates of
this priceless heritage in a unique architectural masterpiece
like the Crown Hall,still inspiring its students that live it as
their everyday home.
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[ASP] How does your research benefit from being in this
city and this institution?

[DG] IITis an unmatched research environment and
undoubtedly the most important for architecture in Chicago.
The vibrant energy that comes from the campus designed

by Mies is the perfect set to conduct research, and the
presence of scholars from all over the world brings vitality
and cultural enrichment. Through the many research trips,
our team established strong bonds and sincere friendship
outside the work environment.

Prof. Michelangelo Sabatino, the director of the IIT PhD pro-
gram, who supervised my research in the US, was a constant
reference and helped me with his precious advice. He wisely
addressed my research connecting me to the main figures
in the field of restoration in Chicago, and among them the
most helpful and important figure for my research was Prof.
Gunny Harboe, who spent a lot of time illustrating to me his
works in engaging talks.

1am sure that the highly recognized importance and quality
of this university will be profitable for my future career pro-
gression as ascholar in the field of history and restoration of
modern architecture.

[ASP] Whatsort of advantage does multidisciplinary
research bring to your work?

[DG] Research can only be a multidisciplinary effort. Even
the most specialist field of knowledge, as restoration of
architecture is, might require a profound understanding of
the complexities that gravitate around it. For example, the
quarrying of a certain stone rather than another to decorate
ahistoric church might refer to political dominances over
some territories of a previous population, the decay condi-
tion of a fabric, even if analyzed with diagnostic tools, might
have causes related to environmental factors, that must be
taken into account in a research study.

In my case, studying the restoration works on Wright
heritage in Chicago, and in general, studying the differences
in the attitudes and top ion between
Italy and the US, demonstrated a necessary multidisci-
plinary approach because most of the differences high-
lighted refer to political and sociological reasons.

DAVIDE GALLERI, CONT.

[ASP] What other research areas would you be interested
in pursuing once you are done with your current work?

[DG] | have always been interested in the narration of the
events and in the political factors that have repercussions on
the built environment, and subsequently on the concept of
public life. I hope to keep focusing on my work as an archi-
tectand as a researcher in the field of modern architecture
preservation. However, this is also a political theme, because
the scope of preserving modern architecture is to help the
population recognize a complex heritage and conserve

a ionary moment that sh: y
identity and inspires future generations.

If 1 need to pick other career perspectives, | would say

that they could be journalism or politics. In both cases my
objective would still be connected to the aforementioned
themes. The importance of understanding the beauty and
relevance of architecture is the most political theme in the
contemporary world. A bad book can be thrown away or can
be forgotten, but bad architecture will have an impact over
many generations, as well as the loss of an architectural

[ASP] How did being in Chicago and at IIT change you as a
person and researcher?

[DG] | definitely feel more mature both as a person and as
ascholar. This period has been so intense and full of expe-
riences that | feel to have grown several years in a shorter
time. | think that the most interesting aspect has been
sharing ideas with people from different cultures and trying
to get their points of view. It helped me to look differently

at my country, ltaly, both appreciating its best aspects, and
both criticizing its worst.

In the US, the universities, in general terms, are a temple
for knowledge and study. There is an unmatched respect
and advocacy for research. Hierarchies are softer and the
exchange between tutors and doctoral students is harmo-
nious and sincere. After my experience, | think that Italy
should make some adjustments and improvements in the
relevance that is given to young scholars. At the same time,
I think that the richness of the Italian heritage cannot be
compared to anything, but, especially for modern archi-
tecture, there should be a revolution within the scientific

because its impact within the resources spent
by universities and research programs has been excessively

that could
change the features and the values of a work of architecture.
Social and envi aspects, too, deal inextri ith

architecture and the revolution towards a more equal and
sane world can only start from a new centrality of architec-
ture in contemporary societies.

Itall starts with education, but as a journalist or a politician
itwould be interesting to spread the importance of archi-
tecture to a broader audience and to have impact in the
legislation.
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over the years. | would definitively hope to bring
this attitude within my Italian context in line with the scope
and the mission of the Fulbright Scholarship.

Davide Galeri is an architcct, PhD
Candidate in Architecture, and Fulbright
Seholar from the University of Naples.
Fodericoll, Department of Architecture,
Iialy who visited the llinoi Insttute of
Technology College of Architecture.

DAVIDE GALLERI

Interview conducted by Alejandro Saldzria Perales, February 2024.

In this sense, the conference “In-Between” held at IIT on
November 1617, 2023, was a perfect symposium that aimed
to stress these connections between architecture and other
fields of studies. In my paper | talked about how the polit-
ical fights to save the Robie House in 1957 influenced the
attitude towards the restoration approaches on the house
over the following years.

[ASP] What collaborations were you able to achieve during
your time in Chicago and at IIT?

[DG] During my research period in Chicago atIIT I had
the chance to meet many importantfigures in the field of
history of architecture and restoration within the entire
American context, and in particular in the city of Chicago. A
great and ion was ished with my
colleagues at IIT. We spent a fantastic time together during
the PhD lessons held by Prof. Sabatino at 1T, where we read
our dissertation progression and defined a way to help each
other with advice and tips to improve our works under the
wise tutorship of the PhD director.

Another important collaboration was with Prof. Gunny
Harboe. He illustrated to me a lot of his architectural resto-
ration and introduced me to many influential figures in the
US that | had the chance to meet and interview, including
Prof. Frank G. Matero from the University of Pennsylvania
and Susan MacDonald from the Getty Institute.

In his office, | had the chance also to meet Greg Maxwell,
who is currently Co-Chair of the AlA Chicago chapter. He
has been very helpful for my research especially for reading
my dissertation prospectus and giving me advice for a
theme that aroused his interest.

lal ions with the main i

that advocate for the stewardship and protection of the
Frank Lloyd Wright properties. The Frank Lioyd Wright
Foundation’s director, Stuart Graaf, was very welcoming in
hosting me in his properties, both in Taliesin, W1, and Taliesin
West, AZ. And their directors of preservation, Ryan Hewson
and Fred Prozzillo, guided me and my research group in
explaining to us the ongoing restoration works. The same
happened in Fallingwater with the help of Scott Perkins.

Alejandro Salsana Perales

Davide Ga1:
Hegaunee Tne:

£4) in sonversation with Tat
for Plant Conservation

A Guider (rignt), Progran Nanager at the
ce and Action during & site visit to the institution's factlitics in Glenece, I1linets

In Chicago, the Frank Lioyd Wright Trust helped me in
having access to the Robie House and the Unity Temple
onthe closed days, in order to deeply inspect these two
masterpieces and main case studies for my research.

In terms of archival research, a great collaboration was
achieved between me and the archivists of the Art Institute of
Chicago. The same happened with the New York Columbia
University Avery Library Archive, which collects the Frank
Lloyd Wright Papers, his most important archival collection.

[ASP] Did you find any surprising things during your time
in Chicago and at IIT?

[DG] Chicago did not surprise me. Before coming to the
US, I spent two years studying the city and | was aware of its
splendid heritage, about the polarity between the downtown
and the residential neighborhoods. Also IIT had beena
confirmation of my previous thoughts. It is a fantastic uni-
versity, a place to conduct research peacefully surrounded
by unique pieces of modern architecture.

| was surprised by Frank Lloyd Wright's architecture,
instead. | had the greatest expectations for it, but | was still
surprised. His work is a revolutionary thought transformed
in material expression. Architecture for Wright deals with
materiality, light, and most of all space. You can never
completely understand his architecture from the photos or
drawings. It must be a spatial and temporal experience that
involves human perception, as Bruno Zevi affirmed in his
life-long research. | had the chance to spend a lot of time in
many of Wright's masterpieces thanks to the connections
provided by tutors, from the east to the west coast of the US.
His architecture is always different and changing according
to the context and functions. The architectural style doesn't
mean anything for Wright. Form and function are one, and
that's the reason why he can always integrate the natural
and the built environment, also in dominating nature and
creating a new harmonious condition.

These principles might be cliché or well-known by architec-
tural scholars, but experiencing his works is really some-
thing superior that | have never felt for any other architect.
I feel very lucky to be able to study his works over time in
Chicago. | spent a lot of time in the Robie House and in the
Unity Temple, trying to catch as much as possible of these
incredible pieces.

icago Botanic Gazden, on the zooftep of the

Fhoto courtesy of Alejandro Saldafic Ferales.

Alejandro Salsana Perales



ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM HIGHLIGHTS

Overview

The 7th International Graduate Student Symposium (IGSS) in 2023,
hosted by the PhD program in Architecture at |IT Chicago, explored
the theme “In Between” within the North American urban landscape.
Selected abstracts underwent a double-blind peer review process,
leading to a transformative two-day symposium in November 2023

at Crown Hall.

Beyond intellectual exchange, the symposium served as a curated
platform, fostering the fusion of ideas and providing a nuanced
understanding of contemporary urban challenges. Students involved
in organizing (Aamena, Alejandro, Cicek and Sasha) experienced a
unigue and valuable opportunity, contributing meaningfully to the
ongoing dialogue on architecture’s role in shaping urban futures.

This impactful endeavor extends into the 2023-2024 issue of
Prometheus, the esteemed journal of the PhD Program in Architec-
ture at IIT Chicago. The collective work showcased in the publication
not only elevates academic discourse but also reflects the commit-
ment of the program to provide an amazing and comprehensive
experience for its students, reinforcing the transformative nature of
their involvement in the entire process.

NOVEMBER 16, 2023

Opening Ceremony at Lower Center Crown Hall

4 PED nenbers (Steoring
Comnittes) and Keynote speskers
Pizet day of the symposiva.

2 Professor Vedran imica
ueleones a1l speakess to the
round table discussion on the
Lower level of £ 2. Crous Hall

Prometheus 07

3-5 Round Table diseussion

Roark, snd Junko Taguehi.

& Fasticipente gatnes for
sefrashments during the
symposiun at Lower Center Crown

7 christine Macy, Professor st
Dalhousio University in Canada,
joins the symposius through Zoom

o Frofessor Kaven Hinojoss,
Natiomnl Dirsctor of Urbanism

tho synposiun.

7th Intemational Graduate Student
Symposium

In Between: Architecture and Development
ofthe Urban Landscape

November 16-17,2023

510 Attendees ergage
Brofessor Hinojosa’s

premeatation

Urban Lands

Glgek Karata

R i

NOVEMBER 17, 2023
Papers

1-2 Symposiun attendeas gather
in front of the reg .

table to obtain aame badges aa
ingormation on the sacond dsy of

the symposiun.

3 Tagncen Tariq, PAD Candisate
at The Pennsylvania State
Uatversity sad PE Sysposiun
participant, prasents her
resenzen.

Prometheus 07

4 Wice Provost Frea 3.
Hickornell at the podiun during
his opening keyote speech for
the symposiun lu 5.%. Crown Kall.

5 Elhem Husani Alavy of

Deten Desten Approach.”

7 eney meligas, Mastar of
Soience in azohitectuza studest

and PHD synposiun participant,
presents nis research.

© Abdulmalik Mohannad, PHD
atudent and BhD Symposiun

cipast. presents his
esearch

NOVEMBER 17, 2023

Closing Ceremony at Wrightwood 659

5 Bost pape:
Hashikn Neki:

10 Best paper awara goes to
Tasnoen Tavig, PHD Candidate

niversicy

11 Bost paper award goes to
Hoazy Holigas, IIT Coa

Gigek Karata

1213 Dr. Maria Villalobos
Mernandes and Prot. Nilsy
Kinietei offer their gift to
rof. ko Henderson at the Tadso
Ando-designad Welghtuoodess
exnipition sssee

16 PhD sympostun attendecs,
frieads, and organizers pose
for a picture duricg the PED
Symposiua olosing coremony at
prer—

15 Bxploring exninition 16 Davide Galleri. Alessia
aftor the closing coremony,
visiting scholar Davide Gailes:
nd hie partner Alessia pilate
inmerse themselves in the

tineless memory anid the unique

arsistic experionce,

connection during their visit

pruring ursoundings




STUDENT LIFE AND RESEARCH

Overview of Doctoral Research

The PhD students and candidates at [IT come from diverse back-
grounds. Together, they compile decades of professional and
academic experience which shape their research into unique and
tailored academic experiences. Both as colleagues and friends,
students are encouraged to spend leisure time in activities that help
build strong ties with their peers as well as to contribute to their
studies. Taking advantage of our privileged location, we love to take
the initiative and explore. Chicago, a major global city and epicenter
of architecture in North America, waits for us to wander through its
streets, mingle in its neighborhoods, and linger at its parks. The city
inspires us to address the contemporary dilemmas of urban environ-
ments and city life. Here, such inspiration and the students’ experi-
ences can lead them to specialize in the architectural and cultural, as
well as the technological dimensions, of the discipline of architecture.
The research done by our students fits well within the History, Theory,
and Criticism (HTC) and the Technologies of the Built Environment
(TBE) tracks. These provide our students with opportunities to work
alongside highly experienced and trained faculty to better shape
their work. Similarly, working close with peers has profound impres-
sions on one’s research, equally as powerful as the teachings brought
forward by our faculty. Shaping an environment which fosters,
encourages, and facilitates such interactions is of great importance
to us. Finally, our students spend plenty of time together. They
become part of each other’s daily routines. They performin a tight

and supportive community.
1—Sased Alhawsah
A £

Parks.

A Case Studyof Wadi Alrumah (2023-)

of
Social, Environmental,and Experiential

Alternative Strateagies for Housing
Global Refugees and Displaced People:
A Comparative Analysi of Cox's Bazar

Vehicles (2020-)

5—GigekKaratas

Large-Sc:
12019-2024)

8—Abdulmalik MohammadS. Saleh
Develop with Nature: Legisative Strategies.
for Sustainable Development on the Aseer
23-)

Displacod Camp n Yemon (2022-)

3~ Aamena Mubarak Bakarmom
‘Adapting Renewable Energy and Traditional

tho Intogration of Architscture, Culture,
and Alin Addsessing the Impact of Global
Challenges (2022-)

9—Sasha Zanko
NICE (New! Coastal Ecologies). Toward an
Alternate Mode fo the Future Architecture
and Infrastructure of Mass Tourism Along

Climate (2022-)

Prometheus 07 Urban Landscape Glgek Karata

STUDENT LIFE AND RESEARCH

Our PhD Community

With changing rules to tackle the pandemic, COVID-19 is becoming
less of a threat and more of an inconvenience in 2023. Now, we have
more chances to meet up with friends, family, and colleagues. This
change has been warmly welcomed by the PhD Community at the
College of Architecture.

After two years of keeping our distance, coming back to campus
brings a lot of happiness. We enjoy being together in person and
taking a break from virtual life. Whether we're attending academic
events, enjoying free time, or exploring Chicago’s urban area, the PhD
Community regularly grabs these opportunities to meet face-to-face.
This return to real-life interactions marks a significant shift, adding a
tangible layer to our shared experiences and fostering a lively com-
munity within our scholarly environment.

KK

MARCH 24,2023 MAY 13, 2023 MAY 16, 2023

Mies Crown Hall Americas Prize (MCHAP) Symposium, Graduation Game Night
S.R.Crown Hall

with wemap 2023
10

1a

to encounter Rivera's collsetion

of pro-nispanic ar

Prometheus 07 Urban Land Gigek Karata

of

for Enhanced Buiding Energy Efficiency
and Visual Comfort (2020-)

12022-)




JUNE 26,2023

The Modernism Road Administrative Assistant
Rally — Tour of Homes Role Tr iti i

AUGUST 21,2023

AKYA'DAKI SAKLI ROMA SEHRI

‘az kaldirma galismasinda Roma dénemine ait su kuyusu b

AUGUST 2023
Cigek Karatas After Completing Her First Year atIT —

Karatas

2 Gloek Karetas and Aameas

2 Worze ansouncing aa upooaing

Prometheus 07

Site Visit to Turkey

5 Gioek, supposted by the ACSF 4 Thic poignsst imsge capt
grant, docunenta the cultura o

AUGUST 24, 2023

Welcome Back Fall

6 the Arcniteotursl Reseszon

Firat wask of the nendemic yerr

7 Dr. Junko Taguens, Visiting

Glgek Karata

9 pavide Gallert, vis

Taples Federico 11, Traly, into-
auctng his studtes

SEPTEMBER 10, 2023

Exhibition Opening,
Riverside

i Ph community members engaged
in discovaring Riverside’s

zeatored with partner Serge
J——

SEPTEMBER 14, 2023

Mental Health Workshop
by Ewa Pluciennicka

Geal with PR stress and stabi-
Lize our mental health,

SEPTEMBER 24, 2023 SEPTEMBER 28, 2023
Chicago Botanical
Garden Trip

Dr. Youngjin Hwang
Lecture

-4 Embraciag the serenity of 5 Captured in the aldst of ais

menories of cur delightral
outing.

comitnent to sustatnability,

Prometheus 07

SEPTEMBER 30, 2023 OCTOBER 14, 2023

Edith House
Tour by Alejandro
Saldaia Perales

Milwaukee Lecture

& o honos uaticaal Hispanic

7 ssplosin tae lagacy of Madesa

Wisconsin-Miluaukes School of

Asonitectuze

itectuze st the Illinois

ite of Tashaology.
explored the history and legacy

attention to getsil, mariing o
unique cultural experiance

OCTOBER 15-16, 2023

Exploring Frank Lloyd Wright's Architectural Masterpieces

8 Led by Professor Michelangelo

Sabatino, the EaD community had

tnie aronitectuzal

Gigek Karata

910 Our journey continued to

the renowned Taliesin, where Rysn

comminity

11 Posing for a cool group photo

in the inepix:
of Frank Licya Weignt’
srchitectural mastarpi.

unfolaing behind us

12 A joyful gathering, savoring
the sinplicity of a gro

ainnes with pizza. fostes:
connections and shared lsughter
among our communtcy.




OCTOBER 26, 2023 NOVEMBER 3, 2023 DECEMBER 2, 2023 DECEMBER 12, 2023

Maurice Cox in Conversation SAH Celebrates ytelling Session il i ical Societ) Mod & Merry Party at Edith  End-of-Semester Dinner
Farnsworth House

5 by Wicnelangalo

Kal) with maurice Cox and Kearceelt thanks to a1l who
tone for engaging ineights fron tocture profassors Maris attended and to Shorry Williass,
aurice Con Villelobos-Hernandes s Fresident of Pronzeville
Michelangslo Sabucino Historical Society
Nics van der Rons
Prometheus 07 Urban Landscape Gigek Karatas 105

STUDENT LIFE AND RESEARCH

Driehaus Foundation Grant Brings Local History Exhibit
to Mies Gallery

Visitors to campus next year will get a taste of the multifaceted his-
tory of the lllinois Institute of Technology campus and its relationship
to the surrounding Bronzeville neighborhood thanks to a $50,000
grant from the Richard H. Driehaus Foundation based in Chicago.

A Living Room for Bronzeville: Stories about the lllinois Institute

of Technology’s Campus and Chicago’s South Side is a storytelling
initiative centered on an exhibit that will be installed next summer
on the ground floor of Michael Paul Galvin Tower at 35th and State
Streets. Short films and an upcoming book will further enhance the
initiative, spearheaded by IIT College of Architecture faculty Michel-
angelo Sabatino, professor of architectural history and preservation.

Erof. ssbatine and Kevin Harrington are collssorsting on & oo
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PHD DEFENDED
DISSERTATION ABSTRACT

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
BENEFITS OF DIFFERENT TYPES
OF URBAN GREEN SPACES
(UGS): A CROSS-SECTIONAL
STUDY OF COMMUNITIES IN
CHIGAGO, US

There are three main interrelated areas of focus in this

LiwenKang

Dofonse (S. R. Grown Hal and

tual)
b2, 2023

indicated that increased park area was significantly associ-

doctoral research related to urban green spaces (UGS):
general well-being, mental health, and physical health. In
this study, these three different health aspects were ana-
lyzed separately. The data of these three health outcomes
were collected from the Healthy Chicago Survey (HCS), an
annual telephone survey that interviewed adults in Chicago,
US, based on randomly selected addresses.

Urban green spaces have been associated with better health
and well-being. They provide sites for physical activity,
buffer air and noise pollution, and alleviate thermal discom-
fort. Urban green spaces also promote social interaction and
increase social cohesion. However, research is limited to

the health benefits of different types of UGS exposure. This
research aimed to reveal the associations between the provi-
sion of different UGS types and urban residents’ general,
mental, and physical health in Chicago, the third-largest city
inthe US.

Urban green spaces data were collected from the National
Land Cover Database (NLCD), the Meter-Scale Urban

Land Cover (MULC), and the Chicago Park District (CPD).
Different types of UGS were obtained, namely 1) the percent
tree canopy cover (TCC) from the first database; 2) the
percentage of trees and the percentage of grass from the
second database; and 3) the number of parks, park areas,
and percentage of park areas from the third database. Using
hierarchical and logistic regression models that controlled
for a range of confounding factors (age, gender, race, educa-
tion level, employment status, and poverty level), this study
assessed which type of UGS affects general well-being,
mental health, and physical health, respectively. The results

ated with better perceived general health; a higher percent
of TCC was significantly associated with a lower level of
psychological distress (PD); and an increased percentage

of park areas and increased number of parks were asso-
ciated with lower odds of being obese. Two micro-scaled
on-site observations were conducted in the Avalon Park
community and the Loop community to analyze some other
UGS characteristics besides quantity and availability. Other
characteristics of UGS, such as quality of facilities, attrac-
tiveness, and maintenance, are suggested to be taken into
consideration for future studies. The study highlights that
different UGS types have various impacts on the general,
mental, and physical health of urban residents. By providing
scientific evidence, this study may help policymakers, urban
planners, landscape architects, and other related profession-
als to make informed decisions on maximizing the health
benefits of UGS and to achieve social equity. The findings of
this study may be applied to other metropolitan cities.
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Prometheus 07

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

This is a summary of PhD student and PhD alumni accomplishments
throughout the 2023-24 academic year:

AWARDS, EVENTS,
FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS,
SCHOLARSHIPS, AND
INVITATIONS

i, Rahman. Session Chai forthe
PhD Discussion Panel at the ARG 2023

PUBLICATIONS

batino, Michelangelo. Dr. Sabati

the Living

W steadfast

With Migs” exhibition on September 1,
Driverless City: The Urban Possibilities 2023.He shed light on the intersection of
of Autonomous Veticles and Navigation  PRESENTATIONS arshitecture and daily lfe, and contributed
Safety.The Journal o Digital Landscape an essay titled "MIES and the Everyday” to
Architecture,June (2023). Du,Peng. D agers at

the ARCC 2023 International Canference

T, Abbasabad Mehdi nDallss Texas. Tho first, co-authored with  Sabatino, Michelangelo. Dr. Sabtino
o -author Elizabeth Lynn May and VictoriaMarine,  Ied a guided tour on Saturday, Octs
ot “Multe focused on “Environmental Justice 20,2073 showeasn IT's archtoctual
- and Vulnerable e s of Mies
forthe

Architecture, IT (2023).

Henderson, Ron. Prof

“LEED Air Quality

Planning, ol

athome" with Samin Kamalisarvestani

The second paper,co-authored with

bati

and Soroush Pirl,

Yang Yang,ttied

oy

Dallas, Texas

“Sakura Orihon, aproject that began in 2029).

2018 and continued despite a pandem- Integrating Real-World Transportation,

o [ s Farhoodi Zoringand Peformance was resentes
Heidarinejad, atthe

cherry blossoms.

Lobna; Stophens, Brent, “Design and
Demonstration of a Pratatype Thermaly

offering aninsightful presentation on
October 13, 2023, at the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee campus.

Saldafia Peralos, Alsjandro. PHO

Karatas, Gigek. Second-

Hond Maria. These

from the Natianal Science Founition

aperat th

Karatas' paper, |

L
Retrofts” Science and

prol sal:
Stormuvater Resilience in Urban Areas.”

Antakya, Turkoy, Aftor the Earthquake”

Conference in Dallas, Texas,in April 2023.
The paper tiled “Parks Take Command,”

Brent,“Assessment

Co-Director of

Urban Futures, and a dear member of our
PhD community Dr. Jeong was featured
Inavideo titled Sustainable Cities and the

Mies's Mcdern S, R. Crown Hall" Building
Research & Information (2024)

. The

Framework for Chicago's Post-Covid

atthe Georgia lnstitute of Technology in
Atanta, Georgla, USA.

Karatas, Gigek. Second-year PhO student
Karatas' applications have been selected

Intersection batin, Michelangelo. T College of for Spirtualiy,
Design, partof a seies revealing the insti- ATCPeCture professor, Dr Sabatinowas 44 Clture annual international
o ey, June 5-6.

tothe video, A background in arc

Arhitetand oyl chasen asone

2024, The event theme s "Resanance of

Lakefront Community during the Planning,
Policy, & Resilience sacond session.

DEFENDED DISSERTATIONS

During this past year,two students
successtully defended their dssertations:

Kang, Liwen. ‘Health and Wel-Being
Benefits of Different Types of Urban

Green Spaces (UGS]: A Cross-Sectional
Study of Communities i Chicago, US.
(2018-2023)." PhD dis. linols Institute o

distin = W theSWiss  Trunccendent Unity ina World of
rode 199870 iplicit.” Shell be presenting her saper.
. 4 stainabil
Karatas, Giek
Preserving Hertage in Antakya, Turkey,
Lindsay Jones Memorial Research Fund h et
grantfrom the Architecture, Culture,and  22-25,2023,

Soirituality Forum (ACSF) in May 2023
for her project, Documenting the Cultural

Saldafia Perales, Alejandro Participated

aworkshop named *Harmny Unveiled:
of

Technology. Comittee:
D Michelangelo Sabatino (IIT CoA), Hao
Huang (IT Lewis College of Scence and
Letters), Ron Henderson (IT Co, Dr.

Col, and

coal

focus-
Ing on preserving heritage and advancing
tual and cultural sustainabilty.

Program (DRRP). Thisis a summer
residency progtam — ranging fram four to
six weeks — 1o support PhD candidates in
the

E
Architecture, Spirtualiy, and the Living
arth.”

Karatag,Giga. Second-ear PhD sudert
Karatas' pa

Science and Lotters).

Saldaa Perales, Alejandro, ‘Parks Toke

e,
Memory: The Ru\z of the Baledna Memary

year
for the midterm and final.

Khafrmar,Piyush, D, Khalrnar has
accepted a tenure-track Assistant
Professor position at Texas Tech University.

Khan, Zahida. After a year as a visiting
professar, Dr. Khan i now a tenure-track

Earth ity Turkey

Frameworks for Chicago's Large-
Private Developments. (2020-2024). PhD.

hah, Nadia. 0
published her article,"Beyond Modernist
Housing: Can the Mass Housing Model

odate Human Agency?”in The
Plan Journal 8 (1), (2023).

Villalobos, Maria. Prof. Villalcbos took
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Landscape Architecture and Urbanism
program atthe llinois Institute of
Technology (IT) in 2023. This esteermed

diss. llfnois Institute of Technalogy, May.
2024 Vedran Mimica

and Urbanism International Conference

— IN-PRESENCE / THE BODY AND THE

SPACE. The conference, themed *The Role
of Corparelty i the Era of Virtualization”
is scheduled for June 18-22,2024,in
Milan,faly.

(T CoA), D,
(IIT CoA), D Michelangelo Sabatino (IT
Cok),Dr. Daniel Biss (IT Lewis College
of Science and Letters), Prof, Fadi Masoud
(University of Toronto, John H. Daniels
Faculty of Architecturo, Landscape, and
Design), and Dr. Karen Hinojosa Hinojosa
(Tecnolsgico de Montarrey, School of
Architecture, Artand Desigr).

PHD DEFENDED

DISSERTATION ABSTRACT

PARKS TAKE COMMAND:
PUBLIC SPAGE CENTERED
DESIGN FRAMEWORKS FOR

Alsjandro Saldafia Peralos

Thesis Defense (S.R. Crovin Halland

Virtual)
January 19,2024,

CHICAGO’S LARGE-SCALE
PRIVATE DEVELOPMENTS

New shaping the y North
American urban landscape. Accelerating social transforma-
tions and environmental threats unfold in most major cities,
whilst coping with their growth and expansion. In Chicago,

My research introduces seven public-space centered frame-
works aimed at assessing and designing parks in these

These frameworks are constructed through
a case study analysis of a selection of parks currently

anew wave of large-scale private re being
introduced as a powerful force tawards addressing these
new Therefore, by

design frameworks, parks can be designed as tools to tackle
these threats.

Chicago attracts new residents to its Central Area, one of
the fastest growing neighborhoods in the US. Limited avail-
ability of land in this district is pushing new urban develop-
ments to its boundaries towards the city’s historical neigh-
borhoods. Several large-scale projects are being developed
adjacent to historical Black American communities. These
actions face serious consequences to Chicago's currently
fragile urban landscape. Like the Bronzeville Lakefront

le private are seen
as feasible alternatives in meeting the growing demand
for new urban landscapes in Chicago's Central Area. The
city's large number of abandoned industrial yards, legacy of
Chicago's industrial past, supply large and attractive sites
for private capital to invest and develop. Considering the
scale of these interventions, local city authorities have tight-
ened reviewing processes for new developments. However,
no concrete objective design and assessment standards
have been established so far. Through current assessment
mechanisms, local authorities focus on the building stock,
overlooking parks and public spaces. Parks are critical for
optimal social and environmental development of Chicago.

Glgek Karata

2023-24 VinciFell

holarchi

as agents of positive impact while managing
the challenges and threats seen in growing North American
cities. My work aims to harness Chicago’s urban growth to
better address the context of local social and urban crisis, as
well as a global climate emergency. It argues the processes
of shaping these developments should focus on the design
of their park landscapes. Ultimately, it expresses faith in the
ability of private capital to collaborate with city authorities,
communities, and designers in shaping the future urban
landscape.

21D candidate Alejandro Saldafa Persles defending his disserc

p Tuition

Congratulations to the recipients:
Cigek Karatag and Alejandro Saldafa Perales

2023-24 CoA — PhD Program End-of-Year Awards

Every year graduating students receive three awards: the ARCC
King Student Medal, the Best Defended Dissertation Award, and the

Spirit Award.

Karatas, Gigok. 2023-2024 Vinci

‘Saldaha Perales, Alsjandro. 20232024

Mubarak Bakarmom, Aamena.

Fellowship ral

Parks

innovation amidst ising globalcrises: Centered Design Frameworks

solocted by the PhD students and PhD

for Chicagos L
Interdisciplinary dynarmics shaping our Developments
understanding and conservation efforts in

the 21stcentury. 2025-2024ARCC King St Modal e

Excellence in Archit Environmental
Design Research — ot
late Jonathan King, co-founder and frst
presidont of the Architectural Roscarch
Genters Consortium (ARCC),this aviard
is given to one student per ARCC member
callege, schoal nstitue, o unit. Selection
of therecipients i at the discretir
the individual member institutions and fs
based upon critera that acknowledges
innovation, integrity, and scholarship in
architectural and/or environmental design
research, Perales's thesis i ttled "Parks
Take Gommand: Puslic Space Centered
Design Framewarksfor Chicago's
Large-Scale Private Developments.
Thesis advisors and committee members:
 Vedran Mimica (IT CoA), Pref. Maria
Villalobos (IT CoA), rof. Michelangelo.
‘Sabatino (I CoA), Prof. Dariel Bliss (IT
Lowis Callegel, Prof, Karen Hinoj
de Monterrey), and Prof. Fadi Masoud
(Universityof Torontol.

2023-2024 Best Defonded Dissortation
Award— CoA PhD Faculy convened to
Select the best defended dissertation

i one of the two areas of specialized
research: History, Theary, and Criticism

o Technologies of the Buil Environment.
Peraless thesis is tled “Parks Take
‘Command: Puslic Space Centered Design
Framevorks for Chicago's Large-Scale
Private Developments” Thesis advisors
and committee merbers: Prof. Vedran
Mimica (IT CoA), Prot. Maria Vilalobos
(IT CoAl, Prot. Michelangelo Sabatino (IT
‘CoAl. rof. Daniel Biss 1T Lewis College),
Prot Karen Hinojosa (Tec de Monterrey),
and Prof. Fadi Masoud (University of
Torontol.

Gigek Karata

contributions to building community spirit.



