KEYNOTE 2: HOW TO START A
RESEARGH PROGRAM AS AN
ARCHITECT IN ACADEMIA (AIA)

Abstract

Tailored expressly for PhD students or early-career faculty in Schools
or Departments of Architecture, this talk will provide some pointers
on what is needed to start up a basic research program as a faculty
member in a school of architecture. The talk will principally focus

on writing research proposals to the National Science Foundation
but will also address other funding opportunities for architects

in academia (AiA). Developing a funded research program as an
architect (with an M.Arch terminal degree or a PhD in an allied engi-
neering, or physical or social science field) is not easy. Besides the
pressure of teaching time consuming design studio courses, archi-
tecture faculty generally do not have in-house MS or PhD students
to advise and devote a major portion of their time to physical and
virtual experiments required for funded basic research. In addition,
architecture faculty who have research interests in building science-
related topics, such as building energy, materials, sustainable design,
industrial ecology, and building systems, are often seen by funding
agencies and even their own universities to be in competition with
their engineering or science colleagues. The focus on this talk will
be on how architects in academia can and should try to distinguish
themselves from engineering and science researchers by emphasiz-
ing their intellectual and pedagogical backgrounds and experiences
that bring a unique perspective to their research approach.
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